English 097-8/CMST 115



Composing a Summary
Assignment for Thursday, January 7, 2010 in IB 3307:  DUE by the end of class today.

Read or re-read Reading #1 “Barriers” on page 13-15 by Rolando Niella or # 2 “Waiting in Line at the Drugstore” on pages 16-19 by James Thomas Jackson.  Follow the directions and steps below to write a summary of ONE of these readings—you choose.  Your summary should be about 300-500 words in length.  Please put a clear heading on your paper like that below:
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Summary of “Barriers” by Niella

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Summary—A Definition:  A short written work that demonstrates your understanding of a reading—a shortened version of the text’s main points written in your own words, conveying the author’s main ideas and eliminating many of the supporting details.  Summaries can vary in length from one or two sentences to several paragraphs depending on the assignment and purpose of the summary.  We will do a variety of summaries in our class—some will be only several sentences, some one paragraph and others several paragraphs in length—depending on the assignment and purpose of the summary.
What are the Details?  The names, dates, places, and specific information that support, illustrate, and give examples for the main ideas in a reading.  In narrative, personal writing or fiction, the details are often descriptive and engage our senses to see, hear, and feel the story or examples.  Word pictures are created in good writing with specific details.  In essay writing we often use explanations to support points we are discussing in the writing.  In personal narratives or fiction, the “main ideas” are found indirectly by careful reading of the details and understanding the use of metaphors or other figurative language.  In our readings this quarter, we have personal narratives, essays, and fictions stories.  We have essays that explain, inform, or show us a writer’s experience, ideas, or explorations.   Details give them power and interest!!

Composing a Summary 
These are the Steps to Follow:
Step 1  Read the text for its main points.

Step 2  Reread carefully and make a descriptive outline, annotate the text, take reading notes.

Step 3  Write out the text’s thesis or main point. (Suppose you had to summarize the whole 


reading in one or two sentences. )

Step 4  Identify the text’s major divisions or sections.  Each section develops or illustrates sub- points to make 
the 
whole main point. 

Step 5  Try summarizing each section of a longer work in one or two sentences.

Step 6  Now combine your summaries of the parts into a coherent whole, creating a condensed 


version of the text’s main ideas in your words, but representing the original carefully.
Checklist for Evaluating Summaries:
· Does the summary contain the author, title and source of the original text?

· Is the summary short but long enough to give an overview of the original text?

· Does the summary clearly represent the ideas of an essay/reading or retell a fiction story?

· Does the summary remain neutral and not include reactions, opinions, or responses to the original text? (These reflections and responses are found in the journal assignment.)
· Are the main ideas of the readings presented in your own words and not that of the original author?  (You might include a quotation, but you must introduce it and put quotations marks around the words that you copied.)  

· Does the summary read like a unified and coherent piece of writing?
NOTE:  You will be asked to write an essay from experience and to give a speech from your experience.  These assignments will be DUE the 3rd week of the quarter.  Read Chapter 2 of Guidelines to begin thinking about your first essay and your first speech.

