North Seattle Community College
Speaking of Success
Speaking Tips

Practice Tips

· Holding, Connecting and opening (introduction)

· Make your speech a conversation with your audience (one person at a time)

· Conclusion and Receiving

· Main Points – make them clear and alive with description, detail and story

An introduction to a speech must accomplish five objectives:

· Get the audience's attention.

· Introduce the subject.

· Give the audience a reason to listen to the speech.

· Establish your credibility as a speaker.

· Preview your main ideas.

The conclusion to your speech should achieve four goals:

· Summarize the speech.

· Reemphasize the main idea in a memorable way.

· Motive the audience to respond.

· Provide closure.

Rehearsal Tips

· Always rehearse your speech aloud.

· Time your speech and revise it, if necessary, to conform to the time limits established for your speaking occasion.

· Rehearse your speech standing up, using appropriate gestures and body movements.

· Try to practice in front of someone so you can practice eye contact and get feedback from them about your content and delivery.

· Tape-record or videotape your speech so that you can review your vocal and physical mannerisms. Practice in front of a mirror if you don't have access to a video camera.

· Always rehearse using your visual aids.

· Conduct a final dress rehearsal that closely mirrors the type of setting in which you will present your speech.

