
English 097-8


Vocabulary
Chapter 3 of Guidelines

Learn these words with the definition we give in class.  We will have a quiz where you will give the definitions, use the word correctly in a sentence, fill in the right word in a paragraph or match the word and its definition.  

1. smattering (68) small amount of knowledge about a subject
2.  ambiguity (68) a willingness to accept complicity; doubtfulness or uncertainty as regards to interpretation
3. overt (67) showing in an open and obvious way
4. inevitable (72) unable to be avoided; it is going to happen
5. vagueness (75) not clear or explicitly expressed
6.plaintively (76) expressing sorrow or pleading (like complaining)
7. apathetic (76) careless; showing a lack of interest (don’t care)
8. incongruities (75) not in harmony with; not in order with; not in line with
9. suffocate (76) to die; prevent someone from breathing; the heat is “suffocating” 
10. counterpart (77) a person or thing resembling another; twins might be considered counterparts; found often in business – someone who has a similar job in another company
11. meekness (83) feeling of patient, submissive humbleness; can be positive or negative; 
a little like having humility
12. Gothic or gothic (83) name of the period that is dark and mysterious; a “Goth” person is someone who wears a lot of black and chains; a style of dress; books can be written in a Gothic style that make
things mysterious and dark in tone; came from a historical time called the “Dark Ages”.
13. inquire (87) to seek information by questioning or by investigation
14. unaccustomed (87) not normal; strange; unfamiliar with it
15. quizzical (92) odd or comical; puzzling; confusing; slightly weird or funny; full 
of questions
16. devour (93) to eat up quickly or greedily; enjoy avidly
17. sustenance (93) to give support; endurance
18. contemplative (91) a religious order emphasizing meditation; very focused;
likes to imagine; reflective; thinking very deeply; quieting your mind
19. conglomeration (91) accumulation of a cluster; gathering; mixed heap; 
putting things together that may have some similarities and differences; 
usually refers to large businesses; put all of those things together (a mass)
20. abruptly (92?) suddenly; unexpected; interruption; abruptly
21.ephemeral (67) lasts for a very short time; here and gone
22.unburdens (90) to free yourself from trouble; relieve one’s mind; not have the 
responsibility
23. conception (94) a thought realized; the act of conceiving a thought
24. cynicism (84) a feeling of distrust; believing the worst; looks at the negative;
bad attitude with a negative view

25. envied (90) desire things that you don’t have; jealousy
Etymology = history of words
 


